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U.S. Senate Rejects Import Duty Reduction On Caribbean-
made Sneakers
by John Neagle
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Tuesday, May 1, 1990
On April 24, the US Senate rejected a 50% cut in import duties on sneakers manufactured in the
Caribbean. The 63-33 vote rejected an amendment by Sen. Bob Graham (D-Fla.) to add the tariff
reductions for the shoes to an indefinite extension of the 1983 Caribbean Basin Initiative (CBI). The
entire bill was approved later, 92-0. The bill was submitted to a conference with representatives of
the House, where similar legislation making the CBI permanent was approved in 1989. Opponents
of the Graham amendment noted that imports account for 82% of all shoes sold in the US, and 74%
of the rubber-sole, canvas-top models. (Basic data from AP, 04/24/90)
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